Dear Parents,

   As we close this academic year, I feel we have had a stronger commitment to instruction, to a standards-based classroom, to communication and collaboration and to a culture of “Excellence: Whatever It Takes.”

   Please permit me to take this opportunity to say thank you for allowing us to educate your student.  I would like to express my personal appreciation for the time you have given your student and Holcomb Bridge Middle School in creating the best “partnership” imaginable for a school and parents.  Many days – I walk these halls and say “thank you” for allowing me to be your Principal.

   We have closed another successful year of working together. A great deal of progress has occurred this year.  We have received many outstanding awards and recognition through academics, the arts, athletics and service to the community.  Our students have excelled individually, collectively, as well as “helping others.”  As we work together as a community of learners, I see many more accomplishments for the 2009-2010 school year.

   Three years ago, you and I pledged to raise student achievement and market all the marvelous positive accolades of the school.  We instituted a dress code and initiated G.A.T.E. – that every student at Holcomb Bridge Middle School has “Gifts, Abilities, Talents and Excellence.”  We have done well!  Now it is time to raise the bar on excellence.

   As a community of learners—we all have reading assignments over the summer.  Even our faculty at Holcomb Bridge Middle School is reading, This We Believe in Action.  It is my conviction that the more we read/search for the very best ways to educate young adolescents—the more successful your student will be.  The committed middle school teacher/staff/parent is  a model of lifelong learning.  If we model the act of reading—we all benefit and enhance our skills.  We are a school and community of excellence.

Our Reading and Language Arts scores have risen to 92% of meeting or exceeding expectations on standardized tests, we continue to win awards throughout the county, state and yes...nationally!  We look towards 2009-2010 as a highly productive academic year.

Please look carefully at the dress code—as it has been “tweaked” for clarification and specific guidelines/rules on teasing, harassment and bullying—as this is NOT tolerated at Holcomb  Bridge Middle School!  Another big change is...Learning Labs will occur daily in our schedule—during the middle of the day to assist in homework, studying and remediation.  Parents, this is gong to be great and a true reflection of our commitment to excellence.

In August, I will ask you to partner with your student, our staff and myself in an “Educational Commitment to Excellence Agreement.”  We will enter into a commitment and trust partnership where responsibilities towards student achievement are clearly defined allowing every student the opportunity to excel.

I look forward to seeing each of you Wednesday, August 5, 2009 on Information Day.

   Your Principal,

Joy Schroerlucke
Recommended Reading for Parents/Students: 

Students should read a minimum of 30 minutes per night throughout the     summer and school year.  Time spent reading correlates directly to test scores in all areas, academic      performance in high school, and even future salaries.  (To Read or Not to Read: A Question of National     Consequence, NEA)

Summer Reading Lists:

Check out the link on our webpage. 

http://www.fultonschools.org/school/holcombbridge/

Excellence: Whatever It Takes!
Important Dates to Remember:

*check the school’s website for updates: 

http://www.fultonschools.org/school/holcombbridge/

· July 30—Camp     Jumpstart for Rising 6th graders

· August 5—Information Day

    6th Grade:      8:30 AM

    7th Grade:    10: 30 AM

    8th Grade:   1 2:30 PM

· August 10—First day of school

· August 20—Curriculum Night—7:00 PM —

            All Grades

· September 14—First Progress Report

· September 16—Early Release Day
Holcomb Bridge Middle School
Summer 2009
Georgia Performance 

Standards: 

Use this summer to preview the standards, visit www.georgiastandards.org.
Extramural Sports

To participate in 

extramurals, you must have a sports physical.
Counseling News

Registration Requirements: All students must have an affidavit of residency and required  immunizations on file in order to register and  receive a schedule.  

Join the PTA

http://www.hbmspta.org/
DRESS CODE

All students will be dressed appropriately and ready for instruction for the entire day. Students are expected to dress and groom themselves in such a way as to reflect neatness, cleanliness and safety. All students shall dress appropriately so as not to disrupt or interfere with the educational program or the orderly operation of the school. Extremes in dress and grooming will not be permitted. 

All Clothing

Clothing may not have holes or tears.

Headwear and bandanas are not permitted. 

Tops

All shirts must be tucked in.

Hoodies, jackets or sweaters may be worn at or above the waist. Clothing items out of compliance may be confiscated. 

Low cut tops or dresses may not be worn.

Tops with revealing sides may not be worn.

Straps must be at least three fingers thick.

Bottoms

Pants and shorts must be worn at or above the hips. 

Pants and shorts must fit and may not sag.

A belt must be worn.

Shorts and skirts must extend past the tip of the longest finger. 

The principal or other duly authorized school officials shall determine whether any particular mode of dress or grooming results in a violation of the spirit and/or the intent of this rule. Parents may be called to bring a change of clothing, if necessary. Students without a change of clothing or whose parent cannot bring a change of clothing may remain in ISS for the remainder of the school day. 

Consequences for violating dress code

1st violation- Warning and a conference with administrator.

2nd violation- Detention(s) or Saturday school. Parent will sign a contract acknowledging dress code.

3rd violation- Two Saturday schools and a parent conference. 

 Repeat offenders will receive additional consequences for insubordination according to the Fulton County Code of Conduct.   The school dress code applies to all school activities unless otherwise noted.
We believe that every student deserves to see every teacher at their “best,” and that time of day is different for everyone, Therefore  we change the order of our classes each 9-weeks. 
Dress Code:
Rotating Schedule for 2009-2010
1ST 9 WEEKS:
Classes will be in the following order: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
2ND 9 WEEKS: 
Classes will be in the following order: 3, 4, 7, 8, 5, 6, 1, 2
3RD 9 WEEKS:
Classes will be in the following order: 7, 8, 5, 1, 2, 6, 3, 4
4TH 9 WEEKS:
Classes will be in the following order: 5, 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8

NOTE: 1st Period is an academic class; homeroom is being replaced by Learning Lab during 6th period. 
Your students Teachers and Lunch Times will remain the same all year.

Join the PTA

http://www.hbmspta.org/
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